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In November 2003, the European Parliament and the European Council voted a directive to regulate

2 the working time of employees in the Union. It imposes 48 hours per week maximum, with an 11 hours

Q rest every 24 hours and a 24 hours rest every 7 days. Recently, the possibility that the European Court of

D . Justice could state its application to the military personnel after a request from a Slovenian soldier has
forced some countries to clarify their position.

The French High Committee for the Evaluation of the Military Condition, responsible for advising the
politics on the condition of military personnel, not allowed to unionise, has recently published notice on
that subject. Its statement stresses two principles key for the French armies that makes the directive

Y unapplicable: the availability “in all times and all places”, and the “necessary disposal of the armed force”
written in the French constitution. Other issues are pointed out, like the complete organisation
modification it requires.

Germany, on the other side, separates the application of the directive to the routine service and to the
external operations, that has specific constraints and rules. This was adopted via the Soldaten
Arbeitzeitverordnung SAZV (Soldiers Working Time Ordinance) when Ursula Von Der Leyen was Minister
of Defence.

wb‘f

The Bundestag has voted the budget for the MALE RPAS or EURODRONE project, led by Airbus
Defence & Space.

The project aims to develop a European-designed MALE drone (Medium Altitude - Long Endurance) for
advanced and durable ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance) capacities, and weapon
delivery. Indeed, there has been a consensus that Europe took the military drone train late. The United
Q States have a similar equipment, the MQ-9 Reaper drone, which first flew in 2001 ; and several European
D countries, such as France, Italy, Spain, Belgium and the Netherlands, faced no alternative that to buy some
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for their operational needs. Germany has a rental contract to operate the Israelian Heron.
Intense discussions have been ongoing on some technological choices like the number of engines,
é Germany calling for a twin-engine design for safety reasons that were not shared with its partners. The
initial cost was also 30% higher that the States’ expectations, leading some countries to affirm that they
; would not develop the aircraft at any cost.

After the contract project finalised last November by the OCCAR (Organisation for Joint Armament
Cooperation, in French Organisation Conjointe de Coopération en matiére d'/Armement), and the other
partners (France, Spain and ltaly) having already achieved their approval process, the next and last step

i was the vote by the Budget commission of the Bundestag. This was reached on April 14, This opens the
path to a 3.1 billion euros funding from Germany for 21 unmanned aircrafts. They will not be armed yet,
and this issue will be treated in a separate parliamentary debate.

This vote is also accompanied by some constraints. First, the BAAINBw, a federal office of equipment
support to the Bundeswehr, will have to put into place its own cost control structure alongside OCCAR's.
Second, the government is to publish a report twice a year. And third, a control on the respect of the

—__ workshare dedicated to German companies.
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https://www.defense.gouv.fr/portail/vous-et-la-defense/evaluation-de-la-condition-militaire/hcecm/actualites/breves/avis-du-haut-comite-d-evaluation-de-la-condition-militaire-concernant-la-directive-europeenne-temps-de-travail
http://euromil.org/new-working-time-regulation-for-the-german-armed-forces/
http://euromil.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1702_DBwV_working_time.pdf
http://www.occar.int/programmes/male-rpas
https://twitter.com/AirbusDefence/status/1382384960867291137
https://www.bmvg.de/de/aktuelles/entwicklung-eurodrohne-schreitet-voran-5051260
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The European Defence Agency (EDA) has published its annual report, tracing back all the achievements
and challenges of the agency during the year 2020.

The EDA Chief Executive, Jifi Sedivy, underlines that despite the pandemic and its repercussions on
many fields, the EU defence cooperation has continued and achieved some significant steps.

First, 2020 has seen the first Coordinated Annual Review on Defence (CARD) being established,
covering the current state of EU defence landscape with Member States inputs, and identifying
opportunmes for enhanced cooperation in its many fragmented fields.

The other main task of EDA is to assist Member States in the implementation of the PESCO projects they
are involved in, at their request. In 2020, 5 additional projects to the late 9, giving a total of 14 out of 47,
have benefited from the Agency’s support and expertise.

R&T projects have also diversified to include innovative fields such as Artificial Intelligence, with a
dedicated action plan, or Autonomous Systems. &

And last, on operations level, the Agency activated some framework contracts for aeromedical
evacuation support in Africa and Europe, also used for COVID-19 actions. > )
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A European War College ?

The French Ecole de Guerre (literally War School)
prepares, after a selection exam, the upper officers
of all French armed forces to endorse higher
responsibilities and become general officers. This
is already the occasion to organise exchanges of
officers between European partners’ war schools.
Its director has however recently called, in a recent
interview, for a more innovative and ambitious
approach and for the creation of a European War
College, complementary with national schools.

TF Takuba - Denmark plans to integrate in 2022
The Danish Minister of Defence, Trine Bramsen,
joined a virtual meeting organised by France on
the TF Takuba and announced that his
government will send special forces, officers, and a
transport aircraft in Mali. They justified their
contribution by the fact that Mali is a source of
migration to Europe and the risk that terrorists
groups could settle there. A resolution will be filed
to the Folketing, the Danish Parliament, for
deployment in 2022.

This would enhance “human and cultural
interoperability” between commanding officers.
They would afterwards be ready to take command
of European staffs, to exploit the EU’s “power
instruments”, with a shared conscience of the

Union’s common and collective interests”.
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International relations : Russian troops at Ukraine’s border ENENEN DE
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Following a decree stating that Ukraine does not recognise the Russian sovereignty on Crimea, Russian
troops have been gathering at the Ukraine’s border. Officially for an exercise, up to 80.000 soldiers are
stationed on the Russian side. These tensions are also aggravated by the persistent will of Ukraine to join
NATO and EU, a red line for Moscow.

Fearing a military intervention, the High Representative for Foreign Affairs Josep Borrell officially assured
the Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba of the “unwavering EU support”, in the same words than
Joe Biden a few days before. During the Foreign Affairs Council of April 19th, Dmytro Kuleba updated his
colleagues of the latest evolution of situation and called for “a new set of sectoral sanctions”, because
“individual ones are not sufficient anymore”.

France and Germany also called for the removal of the troops at the border and the respect of the Minsk
agreement in a joint virtual meeting with President Wolodymyr Selensky. Both have been active for a
dialogue on the Donbas conflict with “Normandie-format” meeting including also Russia.
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https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/eda-annual-reports/eda-annual-report-2020.pdf
https://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/monde/la-creation-d-une-ecole-de-guerre-europeenne-permettrait-de-developper-une-strategie-militaire-indispensable-en-europe-20210413
https://fmn.dk/da/nyheder/2021/danmark-vil-sende-specialoperationsstyrker-til-terrorbekampelse-i-mali/
https://twitter.com/JosepBorrellF/status/1378791417913413636
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/02/readout-of-president-joseph-r-biden-jr-call-with-president-volodymyr-zelenskyy-of-ukraine/
https://twitter.com/DmytroKuleba/status/1384104348821590021
https://www.bundeskanzlerin.de/bkin-de/aktuelles/pressemitteilung-zur-videokonferenz-von-bundeskanzlerin-merkel-mit-dem-franzoesischen-praesidenten-macron-und-dem-ukrainischen-praesidenten-selensky-1891094

